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Y. HOW HE WON THE V.O.
"THE V.C. I have earned
Some dozen times at least," Said the Colonel, trying to fill
The bottomless thirst of the Bast. There were men who came from near,
And some who came from far, And each man tried to go with pride
A better one at the bar.
" I regard that decoration
As dearer than untold wealth," The Colonel went on, when we'd drunk
A bumper to his health.
" I earned it many times,
But I gained it through a mistake. 'Tis sad to confess, but it's true none the less,
The noble deed was a fake.
" Some strange fatality
There was about that cross. When I made a bid, whatever I did
I always took a toss,